probable that in some cases relief from it can be obtained by the operation which goes by the name of " valvotomy," and, of course, in regard to ulcers much is gained by the "new method" and the " new posture." To the proctologist position is everything, and, in fact, much of the technique of the specialty hinges on the fact that if a patient is placed in such a position that the abdominal walls fall away from the spine, and so by their weight produce a minus pressure in the rectum, and if then air be admitted to this cavity, " ballooning " takes place, and this to such an extent that the whole of the mucous membrane can be inspected by aid of a properly devised instrument. By this manoeuvre it is held to be possible to see quite into the lower portion of the sigmoid, that part which not so many years ago was held to be the dark spot to which we could reach neither from below or from ~>aA>ove.
On this is founded proctology and the proctologist.
